Al-imad Journal of Humanities and Applied ISSN: 3106-0323

Sciences (AJHAS) Volume 1 — Issue 2 — 2025
4idail) g Aludy) o ghall sland) Adaa Pages 146-157

The social effects of illegal immigration in Libyan society: An
analytical sociological study

Mahmoud Ahmed Abdullah Hasan *

Department of Sociology, Faculty of Education, Bani Waleed University, Libya
*Corresponding Mahmodely58@gmail.com

Ao A ol g o sl 3 1l il (2 A ) 58 B gl A Lalial) Y

L el s s fmals <01 A0S cp Laia ¥ dle

Received: 07-11-2025; Accepted: 20-12-2025; Published: 31-12-2025

Abstract:

This sociological study explores the complex phenomenon of irregular migration in Libya and its
multifaceted social, economic, and cultural impacts. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical
methodology and social conflict theory as an explanatory framework, the research dissects how
migration has fundamentally altered the Libyan social structure since the 2011 political and
security shifts. The study reveals that irregular migration is not merely a transient movement of
people but a structural issue stemming from systemic imbalances in both origin and host countries.
Findings indicate that this phenomenon has intensified social conflict due to increased competition
for limited resources like employment and public services, particularly in urban areas experiencing
high migrant density. Furthermore, the study identifies a significant expansion of the informal
economy and an erosion of social cohesion caused by the weakening of traditional and institutional
social control mechanisms. The lack of clear public policies for cultural integration has led to
value-based clashes and the emergence of negative social perceptions between local populations
and migrants. Sociologically, the research highlights how certain economic groups benefit from
cheap labor while vulnerable local segments, especially the youth, face marginalization and
exclusion. The paper concludes that addressing irregular migration requires a comprehensive
approach rooted in social justice, institutional strengthening, and the implementation of balanced
policies that protect both human rights and national stability. It recommends formalizing the labor
market and enhancing regional cooperation to address the root causes of migration rather than
solely focusing on security-based interventions.

Keywords: Irregular Migration, Libya, Social Conflict Theory, Social Cohesion, Informal
Economy, Social Structure.
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