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Abstract:

Freedom in Sufi thought acquires a distinctive character, as the Sufi does not view constraint
merely as an external authority, but rather seeks the roots of enslavement within the self itself—
in desire, passion, greed, fear, attachment, the love of status, and the domination of the ego.
Accordingly, the question of freedom shifts from merely asking, “What is the human being
able to do?” to a deeper question: “From what must the human being liberate himself in order
to become truly free?” Herein lies the philosophical problematic from which this study
proceeds. Servitude, which at first appears to be the antithesis of freedom, is transformed within
the Sufi experience into a path toward liberation. On this basis, the study does not approach
Sufism as an experience of withdrawal from the world; rather, it interprets it as a project for
liberating the self from inner enslavement, reconstructing the self, and redirecting the will
toward its ethical and spiritual ends.
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