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Abstract:

This research paper discusses the obligation of Zakat on trade goods, highlighting its
significance as a financial, social, and economic pillar in Islam. It emphasizes its role
in purifying the wealth of the rich, achieving social solidarity, and stimulating economic
activity by discouraging hoarding and encouraging investment. The research explores
the definitions of Zakat and trade goods linguistically and terminologically, and
discusses the jurisprudential variation regarding the obligation of Zakat on trade goods;
the majority of scholars, including the four Imams, affirm its obligation, citing evidence
from the Holy Quran, the Sunnah, and the practices of the Companions, while the
Zahiris argue against its obligation. The paper concludes by supporting the view of the
majority, asserting that Zakat on trade goods is mandatory to resolve the dispute and
follow the most cautious path, while reviewing its conditions, which include full
ownership, the intention of trade, reaching the nisab (minimum threshold), and the
passage of a full lunar year. Furthermore, the paper addresses the practical methodology
for calculating this Zakat, emphasizing that valuation should be conducted at the end of
the lunar year based on the wholesale price at which goods are sold in the market, while
adding liquid cash and recoverable debts to the Zakat base, and paying 2.5% (one-
quarter of the tenth), with the possibility of paying Zakat in kind if it is more beneficial
for the poor. In conclusion, the author recommends conducting broader studies on this
subject due to its wide-ranging contemporary commercial applications and diverse
assets, stressing the importance of a precise understanding of these rulings to ensure the
performance of this obligation in the correct legal manner.

Keywords: Zakat, Trade Goods, Islamic Jurisprudence, Economic Development,
Commercial Assets, Wealth Distribution.
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